
How the Little People Stole My Wampum 
and Other Stories from Turtle Island

Patricia Shackleton

Michigan
Heritage 
Award

Celebrating 350 Years - Mackinac Island, Home of the Little People 

PATRICIA SHACKLETON is a member of the Sault Ste. Marie tribe 
of Chippewa Indians. She was awarded the 2020 Michigan Heritage 
Award. Patricia completed a traditional storytelling apprenticeship 
through the Michigan Traditional Apprenticeship Program. Although 
she has been published in other venues, this is Patricia’s first book.

Children’s Folklore from the Great Lakes Region

This book is a contemporary storytelling of the Great Lakes area. Written for children 
of all ages, it is meant to inspire the reader’s imagination as we follow the adventures 
and travels of three Bukwodjininee (Little People). 

The old traditional stories are told in a manner similar to Aesop’s Fables with the story 
having a moral. The elders tell us that the same stories will have different meanings  
throughout different stages of life. It is up to the readers to decide the meanings of 
these new stories such as “The Christmas Potato.”
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